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Magian and Magian boy, Fire-priest and High Priest, all with loins

girt up for His service.                                                        15

I, ashamed of my Muhammadanism, stood there concealed in a

corner.
The elder enquired, 'Who is this?' They answered, *A restless and

bewildered lover.'
He said,' Give him a cup of pure wine, although he be an unbidden

guest.'
The fire-handed and fire-worshipping cup-bearer poured into the

goblet the burning fire.
When I drained it off, neither reason remained nor sense; thereby

were consumed both Infidelity and Faith.                             20

I fell down intoxicated, and in that intoxicatkm, in a tongue which

one cannot explain,
I heard this speech from [all] my limbs, even from the jugular vein

and the carotid artery:

* He is One and there is naught but He:
There is no God save Him alone T

(Strophe If)

O Friend, I will not break my ties with Thee, even though with a

sword they should hew me limb from limb !
Truly a hundred lives were cheap on our part [to win] from Thy

mouth a sweet half-smile.                                                    25

0  Father, counsel me not against love, for this son [of thine] will

not prove susceptible [to counsel] !

People counsel these [others]:  O would that they would counsel
me concerning Thy love !

1 know the road to the street of safety, but what can I do ? for I am

fallen into the snare.

In the church I said to a Christian charmer of hearts,' 0 thou' in
whose net the heart is captive!

* O thou to the warp of whose girdle each hair-tip of mine is sepa-

rately attached!                                                                  30

* How long [wilt thou continue] not to find the way to the Divine

Unity? How long wilt thou impose on the One the shame of

the Trinity?
< How can it be right to name the One True God " Father," " Son,"

and "Holy Ghost"?'
She parted her sweet lips and said to me, while with sweet laughter

she poured sugar from her lips :